* Tile and mural art in L‘he garden pr0]ect at Az‘kznson Elemenmry School, concepz‘ual model for the ‘Our Local Ecosysl‘ems Wall

PI‘O_] ect Descrlptlon'

Stories of PLACE is an exploratlon of natural science and cultural history through art Murals and ceramic tiles
will be installed on the walls of the outdoor classroom, which is located in Atkinson’s wildlife habitat. The
‘project results in permanent interpretive signage for Atkinson's gardens, and provides students with hands-on art
activities integrated with PPS standards-based science curricula. SZorzes of PLACE 1nv1tes the en‘ure AT.klI’ISOIl

community to share their diverse cultures and languages.

Project Goals
The goals for Stories of PLACE include:.
Interpretation and learning: creating permanent signage w1th engagmg species 1dent1ty keys and
habitats to assist future Atkinson students and families in their studies of the area’s flora and fauna.

* Keeping the dream alive: sustaining our community knowledge base about the purpose and meaning of
these gardens so that as learning garden founders (parents and teachers) move on, the vision remains.

*  Style and substance. providing students with fun, experiential learning art projects geared to multiple
Lntelhgences and which reinforce grade- -specific science and writing currlculum benchmarks and
enhance 2"/heritage language learning. b :

*  Inclusion: providing outreach to non-dominant voices in our commumty and celebratmg our diversity.

e A Confluence of cultures. sustaining and nurturing languages/cultures present in our community (e.g.,

Chinese, English, Spanish, Vietnamese) and i mereasmg our knowledge of endangered Natwe American
languages/cultures in the Pacific Northwest region.” = = ;

° Sharmg the vzszon makmg The Sz‘orzes of PLACE prOJect of the OLG a commumty resource.

East Wall #1 — Our Local Ecosystems —The entire eastern wall of the outdoor classroom (beneath the glass)
will depict scenes of Multnomah County ecosystems; a stream, a prairie and woodland interwoven with multi-
lingual, nature-themed stories gathered from the Atkinson community. Diane Jacobs will paint this landscape
mural on the wall. Students will create clay tiles 1dent1fy1ng animals that live in each habltat

Interior Wall #2 — Atkinson Garden sze The interior large Wall of the outdoor classroom (Wattle and
daub)** will have identification tiles inviting exploration of plants and animals found in the Atkinson Qutdoor
Learning Gardens. Students will make I.D. tiles of birds that frequent the gardens and press leaves, seeds, and
flowers of plants found in the NW habitat and pollinator gardens into clay. Multilingual stories from Atkinson
families will weave around a large palnted picture-ef 8 of the most common 1nvertebrates found in the School’s

gardens.



Extermr Wall #3 Welcome T ree — The Atkmson commumty : :
The exterior outdoor classroom wall (wattle and daub)** will Welcome people to the Atkmson Learmng

Gardens entering the school from the back (south courtyard) entrance. A large tree formed out of clay will have
“welcome” carved in the branches in heritage languages spoken at Atkinson. Students will make low relief clay
NW native animals that live near and in trees Each branch will 1dent1fy and house a dlfferent set of leaves from
the Varlous trees on the Atkinson campus : . : ; g o
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Planning for September 2010 - December 2011:
The animal tiles will take 3 — 1-hour classes

Plant tiles will take 2-— 1-hour classes

Low relief clay animals —% o 4 — l-hour classes

Grade level partlclpatlon and potentlal currlculum tle -ins:
e Kindergarteners will make animal tracks in clay - patterns
o - First graders will draw and paint invertebrates on tiles - insects
*  Second graders will draw and paint reptiles, amphibians, or small mammals on tiles - habltat
¢ Third graders will make all the plant tiles by pressing plant material into wet clay growmg thmgs
o 4™ and 5™ will make clay animals for the Welcome tree —advanced : '
R Llfe strategles — fern border

Timellne: : : e o it 1 _ <
Spring 2010 Summer 2010, Fall 2010 - June 2011 Summer 2011 - Fall 2011
2 pilot projects - OLGSI ceramic fish - finish all tiles ~ paint murals, install tiles  construct tree, install

-2

We have lots of opportunities to get mvolved contact Dlane Jacobs 503 288 6166 dlane acobs@l,gc org

# This is a preliminary sketch. The animals and stories will vary from tlus drawing. Please excuse any
translatlon mistakes in the various languages :

**% - The wattle and daub wall will be reconstrueted with cement brick



